BOX 1677, BANFF,
ALBERTA, CANADA,
TOL 0OCO

NEWSLETTER - APRI L 1981
Dear Member:

Envi ronmental |npact at O Hara

The sumrer of 1980 brought increased concern over trail use in the
Lake O Hara Region. Warden, Allan Know es received coments froma
nunber of visitors to the area and expressed his own concerns
regarding the deterioration of sone fragile "off-trail" areas,
especially at QCesa, Opabin and McArthur Pass. Allan reconmmended
better nonitoring of trail conditions, continued trail maintenance,
nmore restrictions on trail use, including trail closure as required,
and a better program of education for area users.

At the sane tinme, Al Fisk, the Superintendent of Yoho National Park
has indicated that three prograns have been initiated to provide

i nproved managenent and planning for areas |ike O Hara. The | argest
of these is the devel opnent of an overall managenent plan for the
four nountain parks - Banff, Jasper, Kootenay, and Yoho. While nuch
of the information for this has already been gathered, it is expected
that it will be at | east two years before a nanagenent plan for Yoho
is available. A second programw || consider specifically backcountry
use and wll be carried out by people fromthe University of Calgary
along with staff from Cal gary Regional Ofice and Yoho Park. A third
study will be undertaken by the Yoho Park WArden Service to initiate
managenent pl anning specific to Yoho.

These progranms should provide a sound foundation for decision nmaking
regardi ng the use of the Lake O Hara Region and may result in further
restrictions. Such managenent is essential if we are to continue to
enjoy the use of this area while ensuring that it is preserved for
future generations.

The Lake O Hara Trails Club can, and hopefully will, take an active
part in educating visitors to O Hara so that the rational e behind
restrictions on use is understood and so that continued use wll have
a mnimal inpact.

It appears that many visitors do not appreciate the fragility of the
O Hara Area. Much of ground cover is soft and very susceptible to
damage from hi ki ng boots coupled with this susceptibility is the



extrenely short growi ng season. Sensitive areas may take years to
recover from damage caused by a few m nutes of carel ess wal ki ng on
the part of a hiker.

Any "off-trail" wal king should be carried out with extrenme caution
and a concern for the natural ground cover. Sensitive areas should
not be wal ked upon at all. |If we can keep hikers on the trails at

O Hara and cultivate an awareness for the fragility of the area, we
shoul d be able to continue to enjoy the area wthout having it
deteriorate. Your suggestions on how we m ght enlighten the general
public (and specifically visitors to O Hara) on this subject are nost
wel come. This wll be a topic of discussion at the Annual Meeting.

Signs at O Hara

I n August of 1980, the trails club formally approached Parks Canada
with an offer to supply wooden signs for the O Hara area instead of
the planned netal or fibreglass ones. Mrris Shum atcher, who cane
up with the idea, offered to donate $500. to the cause and the club
pl anned to raise a further $2,000.00 to $3,000.00 as required. This
offer was turned down in a letter fromthen Park Superintendent,
Frank Stephens, who had been advised by the regional sign co-
ordinator that "we will have to use the standard signs as desi gned by
the sign commttee for use in all National Parks".

This topic was raised again wwth the new Superintendent, A Fisk, in
Septenber, but to date we have heard nothing further.

Regi stration as Non-Profit Organization

Qur application for registration as a non-profit organization is
currently under review by the Departnent of National Revenue and we
hope to be regi stered before the sumrer season. This will nean that
all dues and donations will be tax deductible.

Li nk/ Grassi Book

Jon Wayte is currently working on this project which we hope to have
conpleted this sumer. W would like to thank all those who sent
i nformati on and phot ogr aphs.

Gui de to CGeol ogy & Ecol ogy

Ti m Babey, a club nmenber from Calgary and a forner staff nmenber at
Lake O Hara Lodge is currently gathering material for a wal ker's

gui de to geol ogi cal and ecol ogical points of interest around O Hara
to be used in conjunction with the trail nmap. This idea was brought
forward at our |ast annual neeting and Ti m shoul d have a progress
report, including some cost estimtes, ready for the upcom ng annual
meet i ng.



Menber shi p Sal es

47 new Life Menmberships were issued in 1980 - an increase of 17%
maki ng our Life Menberships a total of 319. Total nenberships
i ncl udi ng annual nenbershi ps are now 332.

The Trail Ended for Sone

Three of our nenbers have passed away since our |ast report, John
Al sberg - Alan Montgomery and Rev. John Tobin - they will be m ssed.

Next Annual Meeting

The 1981 Annual Meeting of the Lake O Hara Trails Club will be held
at Lake O Hara Lodge at 9:00 P.M on Friday, July 24th

| f you have any coments or suggestions and are unable to attend the
neeting, please wite to us at Box 1677, Banff, Al berta TOL OCO

We wel cone your i deas.

Happy Hi ki ng!

Ti m Wake,
Pr esi dent .



LAKE O HARA TRAI LS CLUB

H - LI TES ANNUAL MEETI NG
JULY 24, 1980

PRESI DENT, TI M WAKE REPORTS

Club President, Tim Wake called the neeting to order and wel coned the
excellent turn out of Trails C ub nenbers — extended a speci al

wel come to Superintendent, Frank Stephens, and Warden, Al an Know es,
of Yoho National Park.

Reported a record year in 1979 for new Cl ub Menberships — 71 Life and
27 Annual Menbershi ps were issued.

Sal es of maps, books and crests had been excellent and all projects
were on target.

59% of menbership is Canadian fromsix provinces - 38%is Anmerican
fromtwenty-two states and 3% fromfive countries - Australia,
Janmai ca, England, Scotland and Switzerl and.

Over 500 slides were received in response to requests for slide show
presentations - there is a need for nore slides of animl shots,
hi storical or ol der pictures.

We are awaiting further reports fromthe | awer and verification that
i ncorporation papers are conpl ete.

Lake O Hara Lodge will be purchasing a bookcase to accommodat e books
and other reading material being supplied by the Trails C ub.
$300.00 is to be expended for this purpose.

ELECTI ON OF OFFI CERS

Pr esi dent Ti m Wake - Banff

Vi ce President Austin Ford - Calgary
Secretary Beverley Brodie - Calgary
Treasurer Bob Tayl orson - Calgary

PRQIECT REPORTS

The notes of Dr. Link have been reviewed. Jon Wyte, a professiona
witer suggests witing a history of trail building at Lake O Hara
contrasting the thoughts and ideas of Dr. Link and Lawence G assi.
The book woul d be about the sane size and format as the Lillian Gest
Book. Any help in supplying information, stories, and pictures would
be appreci at ed.



PROPOSED SUGGESTI ONS

A pocket -si zed, geol ogi cal gui debook of the area.

That Par ks Canada be asked to maintain all existing hand carved
wooden signs and new additional signs would be appreciated.

As it was agreed that the red and orange paint squares were the nost
effective back trail markers we would like to see these maintained in
the interest of safety and gui dance.

An expression of appreciation was made to the Parks Departnment for
the new bridge crossing the creek above Vera Lake.

SPECI AL COVMENTS BY SUPERI NTENDENT FRANK STEPHENS

Paid tribute to the work of Al an Know es - Resident \Warden.
Thanked Tim Wake and the G oup for assistance.

Recogni zed the cl ose association with the Al pine C ub.

200 mles of trails in Yoho Park with 25%in this area.

Conti nual mai ntenance - 6-10 seasonal crew enpl oyees wor ki ng under
t he warden's gui dance.

They will be replacing the wooden bridge near the warden's cabin.
WIl be refurbishing the old engraved signs and addi ng new type ones.

New signs with yellow | ettering on brown fiberglass should be ready
in about a nonth's tine.

| mprovenents that have been nade:

1976 - Conpleted Iower trunk trail fromthe parking |ot.
1977 - 3/4 mle portion of New Cesa Trail

1979 - 1/2 mle new Odaray Trail 1/2 mle new Linda Lake -
Morning Gory Trail.

Canmpground facilities and inprovenents.

APPRECI ATl ON

To Frank Stephens for his attendance and contribution to the neeting.

To Frank Stephens, Al an Know es and Yoho Park Adm nistration for a
j ob well done.



